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The P RE F ACE, 


fort of men have ever pretended 
Wi & alin Who have not allow- 

VN. ed unto Prayer a Very eminent 
place in it. And ſo much a deeper, and 
more Potent Principle is Religion, in the 
| nature of Man than Reaſon, (though both 
are miſerably perverted, and nfcebled) that 
the former doth ſecretly prompt men (eſpe 
cially in great diſtreſſes) to Pray, and exs 
pett relief by Prayer, when the, way where- 
in it is efficacious, carnot ſo well be explicas 
ted, or apprehended by the other. 

And is Prayer hath ever been reckon da 
very principal part of Religion. So hath 
Intercefſion for others been wont to be ac- 
counted g very fit and proper, part of Prayer. 

In the veneral, Prayer is moſt evidently, 
a duty of Natural Religion, « Difate of 
Nature, Which ever 'Y Mans own mind ſug* 
veſts to him, or may be appeal'd to aboit it * 
A 3 ( ſhould 
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(ſhould not a people ſeek unto their 
| God ?) Whence that perſonated, eloquent 
Patron of the Chriſtian cauſe, urging for 
the conviftion of . his Heathen Adverſary, | 
the common prattice of people in their extre- 
mities, to lift up (even untaught) their hands 
| and eyes to Heaven, fitly ſayes 
Oar. apud of it, Vulgi ifte naturalis eſt 
.  ſermo, that they do herein, 
45 it were, but ſpeak the language of 
nature. £14 OD 


Now htreupon , the impreſſion of that 
Primitive Law of Nature, (not quite worn 
out- from the ming of : man, even in this his 
very degenerate | ſtate). to love ourneigh- 
bours as our ſelves, doth as a natural m- 
ſtim, ſecretly prompt us to_pray for 
others, whont we cannot otherwiſe. belp , .| 
s (eſpecialy ſuch to whom we have more pecu- 


*.. tiar. Obligations, Who are in a more eſpecial 


| "Jenlſe buy -meighbours) as (at leaſt, in our laſt 


Nee 
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neceſſities) we do for our ſelves. 


| Tn which recourſe ta God, whether for our 
| felves or others, we are led by a ſenſe of our 
' own impotency., and, dependent ſtate, from 
| 4 deeply mward apprebenfton of a Deity , 
| that (as Epicurus himſelf ſeems con- 
| ſtram'd to acknowledge concerning the Idea 
of God,) even proleprical, or ſuch 4s pre- 
vents reaſon. So that Wwe do not, bemg 
urg'd by the pinching neceſſity of the caſe, 
ſtay to deliberate, and debate the matter with 
our ſelves, how this courſe ſhould bring 
relief, but do even take it for granted, that 
it may ; by an apprehenſion that is earlier m 
us, than any formal reaſoning about it, and 
being Prior to it, #s alſo not ſuppreſt by it, 
| but prevails againſt it, if there be any thing 
|. in reaſon objefted, which we cannot ſo elear- 


ly anſwer, h_ 


Jet, when we do bring the matter to @ 14 
TE tional 
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tional diſcuſſion, we find that in our con- 
ception of God, we have the apprehenſion 
of ſo pertect, and\ Excellent a nature, 
that we cannot ſuppoſe he - ſhould be mov d 
by any thing Foreign to himſelf, or that we | 
can inform him of any thing he knew not be- 
fore, or incline him to any "thing, to which 
his own nature inclints him not. © And theres 
fore, that though the wiſe an 'apt courſe of 
his Government over intelligent -creatures re- 
quires that they ſhould be apprehenſive of 
their own concernments, (whether perſonal 
or that belong to them as they are it com- 
munities,) and pay a folemn homave to his 
ſovereign power and goodneſs, by ſupplica- 
tins him abour them, yet that if he bear their 
Prayers, it muſt wot be for their ſakes, 
but his own. Therefore alſo, it cannot 
upon ftrifteſt reaſoning, but ſeem moſt du- 
- ritykto him, andhopeful for our ſelves, 
that” our Prayers ſhould be conceiv'd after 
fach a tenour, as may be moſt agreeable unto 
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pier ieeld: Lond oo End: Sas 
Dull Er ri La. 


The Preface. 
The Holy Scriptures, \and the Divine 
Spirit do both aim at the recovery of 'Apoſtate 
man, and the repairing the decayes. of 'his'de- 
generate nature, and do therefore (beſides 
what was neceſſary to be added) renew the 
DiRates-of the Law of Nature, the 
One more expreſly repreſenting them, the 
other impreſſmg them afreſh, and reimplaut- 
ing them in the hearts of aſl that are born 
of God, Therefore that External Reves 
lation of the mind and will of God doth di- 
ref, and his Bleſſed Spirit (which is pleas 
' ſedtobe im all his Children the Spirit of 
Grace and Supplication,) doth inwardly 
prompt them, not only to pray (in reference 
to their ſingle and common concernments) 
but to form their Prayers after this Te- 
nour ; Which is to be ſeen in their ſo fre- 
quent uſe of this Argument in Prayer , 
from the Name of God. 


Whereupon, in a time when we are fo much 
A + C on- 
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| concern, to be very inſtant 42 Prayer, not 

-  \only each of us for himſelf, but for the 'Bo- 

; dy.'of. a People ,' 1upoR whom that..:Holy 
Name is called. I reckon'd it ſeaſona- 
ble to ſhew briefly the import and right 
uſe.of this Argument; and to, that pur- 

| poſe have taken for the ground,- the follow- 

| ing Text of Scripture, 


(a ) 


” 
*—_ - _ _ — — —_ 


] E R. 4. 215: 
Do not abhorr us for thy Names ſake. 


Where we have 
'A Petition - 

and 

The Argument 

( enforcing it. 


Very ſerious Petition, or a Deprecati- 
on of the moſt fearful evil imaginable. 
Do not abhor us. The word doth not 
meerly ſignifie abhorrence | 
but diſdain. A diſplea- VR3 Sprevit 
ſare prevailing to that degree, and fo contenpſic 
fixed, as to infer rejeftion, even from a LES #2. 
Juſt ſenſe of honour. So ſome of the Verſions read 
reject us not, Or caſt us not forth, as we 
would do what (or whom) we de- Vulg. Lar. & 
ſpiſe and ſcorn to own ; As if it were Chald. Par. 
eared the Holy God might count. it | 
ignominious, and a reproach to him, to be further 
related to ſuch a People, and might even be afha- 
med to be called their God. (And conſequently that 
the following Argument is uſed not without ſome 
ſuſpence of mind, and doubt leſt it ſhould be turn'q 
; aganſt 


(2) 
againſt them, whereof more hereafter.) Here itis 
imply'd, 

"I. To be no impoſſible thing that God ſhould rejeft 
with abhorrence a people once his own, or that have 
been in peculiar, vzſible relation to him. 

Prayer is converſant about matters of Divine 
Liberty, 4. e. that are not known to us.to be alrea- 
dy determined this way or that ; but that may be, 
or may not be, as he pleaſes, and ſees fit ; conſiſt- 
ently with the ſettled courſe and order of things, 
not about things that he had before made ordina- 
rily neceſſary, nor about things that are ſizply, or 
in ordinary courſe impoſſible. In the former caſe Prayer 
would be zeedleſs, in the latter, to no purpoſe. We 
do not pray that the Sun may riſe to morrow at the 
uſual hour, or that the Sea may ebb and flow, nor 
that they may be prevented of doing ſo. (But we 
muſt diſtinguiſh ſuch zeceſſirty and 5-*poſſibility from a 
meer certainty that things ſhall either be, or not 
be.) | 

We are to pray in the preſent caſe, with a deep 
apprehenſion that this is perfetly a matter of li- 
berty with the great God, and that as he took 

{uch a people to be his, of meer 

Deut. 7. 7. C. good pleaſure, 10 it depends wholly 

IO. 15. upon his meer pleaſure, that he conti- 
nues the relation, when he might 

abandon and caſt them off. 
It is further imply'd, THR LES 

2. That the more ſerious and apprehenſive among ſuch 
& people, do underſtand it (at ſometimes more eſpecially) 
aA thing Very highly deſeru'd, that God ſhould abhor | 
&14 reject them. | | BT 

The 


C38 l 
The deprecation is a tacit acknowledgment , 
that the deprecated ſeverity was reaſonably to be 
feared, not' only fromSovereign Power , but offend- 
ed Fuſtice. This 1s indeed expreſt in the next fore- 
going 'words. We ackzrowledge, O Lord, our wicked- 
eſs, and the iniquity of our Fathers : for we have ſin- 
ned again#t thee, Do not abhor us. &c. So that this 
Ought to be the ſenſe of the Suþplicants in the pre- 
ſent caſe, that they are herein perfettly at mercy, 
that if they be heard *tis undeſerv'd compaſſion, if 
they be rejected 'tis from moſt deſerved diſpleaſure, 
And if it were not expreſt, yet the Szpplication 
muſt be underſtood to imply it. For when the 
great God hath vouchſafed to limit his Sovereign 
power, and antecedent liberty by his Promiſe and 
Covenant, ſuch a Prayer were it ſelf reflecting , 
and anaffront, if it ſhould proceed upon a ſuppoſt- 
tion, or but intimate, that he ſhould ever be-in- 
clin'd to do ſuch a thing, without an excepted 
cauſe. Such as that his rejefting them upon it, 
might conſiſt with his being faithful to his word. 
When he values himſelf ſo much upon his faithful- 
eſs, and ſeems even to lay his very Godhead upon it. 
As thoſe ſtrangely Emphatical words import. Der. 
7. 9. Know therefore that the Lord thy God, he is God, 
the faithful God, which keepeth Covenant and Mercy 
with them, that love him, and keep his Commandments, 
to a Thouſand Generations ; (implying that he would 
even yield himſelf ror to be God, if he did not in all 
points vindicate and demonſtrate his faithfulneſs.) 
Nor indeed do we properly crave for any thing, but 
we- therein diſclaima Legal right to it, and acknow= 
ledge it to be rightfully in his power, to whom we 
inane | FO owply 
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apply our ſelves, to grant or deny, We make de- 
mands from Fuſtice, and are Supplicauts for. Mercy. 
and with this ſenſe the Spirits of Holy Men have 
abounded, when they have taken upon them to in- 
tercede in the like caſe, as we ſee Dar. g. 7. O. Lord, 
Righteouſneſs belongeth unto thee, but unto 14 confuſion of 
Faces, 4s at this day. &c. And to the iame purpoſe, 
Ezra9g. Nekem. 9. at large, and in many other pla- 
CES. 9g. d, © Our only reſort, C Lord, 1s to thy 
© Mercy. Thou mighteſt moſt juſtly abhor and 
© abandon us, and ſay tous, Loammi, ye are none of 
© zxy People, but in the multitude of thy tender com- 
© paſſions and mercies, do it not. 
It 1s again further to be Collected, 

3. That this is a thing which holy and good men do 
moſt vehemently dread and deprecate, viz. that God 
ſhould thus abhor and reject a people ſo related to 
him. *Tis that which the very Genius, and- Spirit 
of Holineſs, in the ſincere, regrets beyond all things 
for themſelves. They have taken the Lord ro be therr 
God, for ever and ever , Their hearts have been at- 
tempered to the tenour and conſtitution of an Ever- 
laſting Covenant, which they entered with no deſign, 
or thought of ever parting ; but that it ſhould be 
the ground of an Eternal Relation. And the Law 
of love written in their hearts, prompts them to 
deſire the ſame thing for others too; Eſpecially ſuch 
to whom they have more eſpecial endearing Obli- 
gations ; and (if it were poſſible) that the whole 
body of a people to whom they are themſelves 
united, might all be united to God upon the ſame 
termes, even by the ſame Vital and Everlafting Uni- 
en, And therefore alſo, that ſame Divine , _ 

On 


S 
them, makes them have a moſt afflifting ſenſe of 
any diſcerned tendencies to a Rupture, and ſepara- 

+ tion that might prevent, and cut off the hope of 
his drawing ſtill more and more of them into that. 
E living Union, . and Inter-courſe with him- 

elf. | | 
- Theſe things it may ſuffice briefly to have noted 
from the Petition in the. Text. That which I prin- 


no 


cipally deſign'd, is what we have next coming under 


our view, viz, 
II, The Argument brought to enforce it ;. For thy 


ſhall be with ſpecial reference to the caſe which the 
Prophet refers unto, in his preſent uſe of it. ' 

viz. That in Praying for a people profeſſing the name 
of God, that he would not rejet} and caſt them off, the 
fit and proper argument to be inſiſted on is that from his 
own Name, (See Verſe 1. 9.) 

And here it will be requiſite, | | 

1. To have ſome very brief conſideration of this 
argument zz the general : though 

- --2. We principally intend to treat of it, 4s zt re- 
ſpeits this preſent caſe. | 

1. Inthe general, we are to conſider both what 
the name of God in it ſelf imports, and what is figni- 
fi'd by uſmg it as an argument in Prayer. And, 

(1.) As to what is imported by the name of God, 
nit ſelf conſidered. We ſhall not trouble this dif- 
courſe with the fancies of the Rabbzns ; 

Of whom yet one very noted, ſoberly, Maimon. Mor. 


and plainly tells us the name of God Nevoch. 


- 


1S 


Soul-enlarging love , being a living Principle in 


Names ſake. About which, what I ſhall obſerve, 


by 
—_— 


$6.26 SED 
.is wont to ſignifie his efexce and truth, though the 
inſtance he gives ſhewes he means it of the Nomer 
Tetragrammaton (the name Jehovah) which indeed 
more eminently doth ſo. To our purpoſe it is obyi- 


- ous, and ſufficient, to note, that by his name, more 


generally, is ſignified both the peculiar excellencies of 
his nature, and being, which are bimſelf, as the ule 
of a mans name is £0 notifie the zzar. So when he 
is pleaſed himſelf to proclaim his ewn name, thus 
it runs ; The Lord, the Lord God, merciful aud gra- 
cious , long-ſuſfering , . and abundant in goodneſs and 
truth , keeping Mercy for Thouſands , forgiving int- 
quity, and tranſgreſſion , and ſin. \&c. Exod. 34: 
6, 7: £ 2 ER _ 

And again, That by his name is.meant his Glory, 
and moſt eſpecially the honour, and reputation of his 
Government. For 1o too, a mans name fignifies his 
fame and repute in the World (as they whom our tran- 
lation calls men of Rewown, Ger. 6..4.. the Hebrew Text 
fayes only, (but plainly, meaning the ſame. thing,) 
they were en of name.) And if he be a publick 
Perſon, a Prince, and Ruler over others, it muſt 
more peculiarly fignifie his Reputation and Fame 
as ſuch. Thus ſes deſigning to celebrate the un- 
exceptionable equity, and awful Majeſty of the Divine 
Government, begins thus 3 Becauſe 1 will publiſh the 
rame of the Lord : aſcribe the greatneſs unto our God. 
He 5the Rock, his work 4 perfett, for all his wayes are 
Judgment. Deut. 32. 3, 4- ; 
2. As an Argument uſed 1 Prayer, it may accord- 
ingly either tfignifie the principle from which it is 
hoped and requeſted he ſhould do what we deſire; 


.6r the end for which, For as his namt ſignifies his 1a- 
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(7.3 
Fre, Which himſelf hath taught us primarily to Con- 
ceive under the notion of goodneſs, mercy, love, in 
that forementioned Exod. 34. 7. and 1 Joh. 4. 16. 
So when we pray he would do this or that for hes 
names ſake, the meaning may be, that we. requeſt 
he would do it for his zzercies Jake, even In compli- 
ance with himſelf, and as it were to gratifie his own 
nature, which (as nothing is more Godlike) is wont 
to be delighted in atts of goodneſs toward all, of 
compaſiion and mercy to the miſerable, and of ſpe- 
cial favour to them that more peculiarly belong to 
him. | } 

Andagain, as his name ſignifies his glory, and prin- 
Cipally the honour and reputation of his Govern- 
ment ; So when we pray he would do this for his 
names ſake, we further muſt be underſtood to mean, 
we deſire he would do jt to prevent his own diſhonour, 
to augment his glory, and further to recommend him- 
Self to the world. And I conceive it muſt be meattt 
in both theſe ſenſes taken together, viz. that we 
pray he would do this, or that, both from bimfelf, 
and for himſelf from his goodzeſs, (or indeed the 
general perfeCtion of his nature,) and for his glory, 
and that he may repreſent himſelf ſuch, as he rruly 

7s. | 
But ſome circumſtances in the coherent Verſes 
(afterwards to be particularly noted) ſeem to inti- _ 
mate that the hozour and dignity of his Government 
1s here moredireCtly meant. His glory is indeed the 

end which he cannot but deſign in all: that he does: 
For inaſmuch as he is ſaid to do all things according 
zo the counſel of his will ; Eph. 1. His wil! muſt be 
principally of the end, which is ever the higheſt and 
moſt 


(89 

moſt excellent good, and that can be no other thai 
himſelf, and that only as he is capable of greatning ' 
himfelf by his own aCtion ; which cannot be in 
.reſpeCt of intrinſick excellency, that being already 
perfe&t and capable of no addition, therefore it 
mult be in point of glory, and reputation only. And 
fo, as it is faid, having no greater to ſwear by, he 
ſware by himſelf ;, Heb. 6. So having no greater to 
act for, It 1s moſt juſt, and moſt worthy of him, 
and but a God-like owning of himſelf, ro att only to 
and for himſelf. And then whereas, having this 
conſtant, juſt and holy will, he doth all things ac- 
cording to Counſel in purſuance of it, it muſt ſignifie 
-that heever takes the apteſt, and moſt proper me- 
\thods for the advancing of his own glory. The 
Chooſing the fitteſt and moſt ſuitable means to a fore- 
.reſolved end, being the proper buſineſs and deſign 
of conſultation, Though that be ſpoken of God but 
allufively, and after the manner of men, . who by 
flow degrees,: and by much deliberation arrive to 
the: (very imperfett). knowledge of things, which 
ar one view he perfectly beholds from all. Eter- 
nity. | 
. . But alſo how the great God deſigns bis own glory in 
alrthat he doth, we muſt take great care, be duly 
and decently underſtood. It were low and mean 
to think that the deſign of his mighty works, and 
accurate diſpenſations is only that he may fill mens 
minds with wonder, be highly thought of, admired, 
and celebrated in the world, which even a wiſe, 
and vertuous 'man-would think an end much beneath 
him. But the glory of his name muft be under- 
ſtood to be primarily an objettzve glory, that mn 
| wit 
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with a conſtant, and equal luſtre in all-his, diſ- 
penſations, whether men obſerve, or obſerve it 
not. . And ſhines primarily to himſelf, 10 as that 
he hath the perpetual ſelf-ſatrsfattion of doing 
as truly becomes him, and-what 1s 1n 1t ſelf- zeps- . 

| ravle, worthy of him, and apt to approve it ſelf to 
a right mind, (as his own ever 1s) let men think 
of his wayes as they pleaſe. Thus it was 7 his 
Creating the world, when he had not yet made 
man, nor had him to look on, as a witneſs and 
admirer. of his other glorious works, it was 
' enough to him to be ſelf-pleaſed that he ſaw them 
ro be good, and that they had his own moſt juſt 
and complacential approbation. Nor is he leſs 
pleaſed with himfelt, in| his governing the world, 
than he was in the making of it. As alſo good 
men, by how much the more they excel in good- 
neſs, have herein the greateſt reſemblance and 
imitation of God, dving good for goodneſs fake, 
and pleaſing themſelves with the luſtre and beau- 
ty of their own actions, ſhining to their own 
mind, and conſcience, and: their diſcerned con- 
formity to the ſteady rules of righteouſneſs; with- 
out being concern'd,whether perverſe and incom- 
petent Judges approve, or diſapprove . them. 
Though alſo, becauſe the bleſſed God delights in 
propagating bleſledneſs,. and imparting it to his 
intelligent creatures, he 1s pleaſed in recommend- | 


ing himſelf, ſo far, to their eſtimation and love, as 


is neceſſary to their own felicity , wherein alſo he 
doth as it were but, enjoy his own gooaneſs (as his 
felicity can only be in himſelf) and is pleaſed with: 
the ſelf-fatisfying beauty, pleaſantneſs, and glo- 
Ty of it. | q 

B -*. 
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Yet further alſo weate to conſider that thoug 
- it be moſt ſutable to the Majeſty, and the inde- 
pendent, {ſelf-ſufficient fulneſs of God, to take 
pleaſure only in the real goodneſs, excellency, de- 
cency, and glory of whatever he is, and doth. 
Yet it belongs to, and becomes the dutiful af- 
feftion of his people towards him, to be deeply 
concern'd, how he is thought and ſpoken of in 
the world. Diſhonourable refleftions upon him 
are therefore as a ſword in their bones. What 
cannot hurt him, ought to wowd them. Which 
dutiful love alſo cannot but make them highly 
covet that his name might be known, and re- 
nowned- all the world over, knowing that the 
reproach that is zo real damage, is a wrong tO 
him ; and that wniverſal praiſe is hisright, though 
it cannot be an advantage. 

And this love to his name they cannot more fitly 
expreſs, than 7» praying to him, 

And here we are further to note that this ar- 
gument, thus generally conſidered hath, when 
weuſe it in Prayer, a twofold aſpect, z. e. we 
are to conſider it as an argument both zo 'God, 
and to owr ſelves. To God, as whereby we ex- 
pect to prevail with him to hear our Prayers. 
To our ſelves, as whereby we are to be urg'd, 
andexcited to pray with the more importunity, 
and confidence, fo as not to faint in Prayer. 

Thus much as to what 7s more general, We are 
now 

2, To conſider it in referenge to this preſent caſe. 
Where we are to ſhew, 


(1.) How 


C11) 
(t.) How the name of God nay be under- 
ſtood to be concern'd, 7 hu abborrings 
. ſo as to forſake a people more peculiarly 
related to him. | {7 
(2.) The fit and right uſe of this argument 
indeprecating his doing ſo., , _. 

1. How the nanie of God may be underſtood 
concern'd in- this matter; Taking his ame to 
fignifie not only his narare, and the attributes of 
his being themſelves, but alſo, the glory and uſtre 
of thoſe his attributes, eſpecially, which are to 
have a more principal exerciſe, and demonſtra- 
tion in the courſe of his Government over Man- 
kind, and more particularly, over ſuch a ſelect; 
peculiar people. It may ſeem greatly to reflect 
npon thoſe his governing Attributes, and detract 
from the glory of them , and conſequently to 
leſſen the honour and dignity of his Government; 
it having taken ſuch a people into near, and pe- 
culiar relation to him, he ſhould grow into that 
diſlike of them, as at length, quite toreject and 
caſt off them, as if he now diſdain'd the Rela- 
tion. 

That ſuch a contemptuous rejeftion of this 
people 1s the thing here deprecated by the Pro- 
phet, is evident (beiides what- hath been noted 
of the true import. of the word rendred abhor,) 
from other expreſſions in the Context ,: that 
plainly ſpeak this very ſenſe, and ſhew this to 
be the matter about which he was ſo deeply con- 
cernd. Haſt thou utterly rejefted Judah ? hath thy 
Soul loathed Zion ! Ver. 19. And then preſehtly 
15 added (to the ſame ſenſe) Do not abhor 43 &c; 
As when a mans heart 1s full of a thing, and the 
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ſenſe of it abounds, he varies expreſſions; and 
from theabundance of the heart, as from a foun- 
'tain, the matter ſtreames from him ſeveral wayes. 
His iterations, and: varied formes of Speech to 
the ſame purpoſe, ſhew what urg'd him, and 
2bout what his mind was engaged and taken up. 
'Tis plain that, at this time, that which this holy 
man was in this agony for, was not a lighter, 
temporary anger, but io ſettled a diſpleaſure, 
- upon which a final rejettion was likely to en- 

ue. 

And he apprehends the name of God to be 
concern'd init. Which it appears alſo lay with 
great weight upon his Spirit, Our iniquitzes teſti- 
fie againſt us, but do thou it (i. e. Save 15, as after- 
wards) for thy names ſake. verſe 7. And again, 
(verſe 9.) Thou, O Lord, art in the midſt of us, 
and we are called by thy name; leave not. Which 
allo ſhewes how he underſtood it to be concern'd, 
ViZ. as the great God was not only the commor 
Ruler of the world, but a Governour over them, 1n 
a way, and upon termes that were .very peculiar, 
VIZ. by Covenant and compatt, Such whereof the 
muptial contratt, is the uſual reſemblance 5 By 
witch the related perſons mutually paſs into each 
others right, and whereupon, the inferiour per- 
fon 1n the relation takes the name of the ſuperi- 
our, as ſa. 4. 1. We will eat our own bread, and 
wear our own apparel, only let us be called by thy name. 
So the great God entering tnat Covenant with 
a people ; [7 will be your God, and you ſhall be 
my people, | ſpeaxes of himielf as conjugally rela- 
ted to them. Thou ſhalt be called by a new name, 
which the month of the Lord. ſhall name. Thou ſhalt 
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. alſo be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord ; 
end a royal diademin the hand of thy God. Thou 


fhalt no more be termed, forſaken ;, neither ſhall thy 


land any more be termed, Deſolate : But thou ſhalt 
be called Hephzi-bah, and thy land Beulah : for the 
Lord delighteth in thee, and thy land ſnall be marri- 
ed, Ia. 62. 4. Thy maker ts | thine huſband. ] 
Hatah 54. 5- Who being the. Governing relative, 
the phraſe of being cailed by his name imports. the 
agreed, voluntary ſubjeftion of ſuch a 'people 
to his Governnient, and his vouchſafing to be 
their Governqur, upon the ſpecial termes. of his 
own Covenant , whereupon another Prophet , 
pleading for: his ſpecial favour, and' proteQion 
unto this peqple, againſt their Heathen adver- 
faries,: uſes this 'phraſe. We are thine, thou never 
bareſt rule over them, they were not called by thy. 
ame. Ia. 63. 19. | 
Therefore th# Prophet underſtood his name to 
be concern'd, if he ſhould reject them, as it ſig- 
nifi'd his honour and reputation 4s their. Governour 
. by Covenant, which further appeares by the unnme- 
diate conneCtion of theſe words Do zo abbor us 
for thy names ſake, with thoſe that next follow, 
Do not diſgrace the throne of thy glory : remem- 
ber break not thy Covenant with #2, q. d. * Thou 
© haſt Covenanted to be our Governour, and haſt 
© erected, accordingly, thy glorious throne among, 
eus. How canſ{tthou ſuſtain, or endure to break. 
©thy Covenant, and diſhonour thy own throne | 
© to draw a diſreputation upon thy Government z 
© or caſt a dark ſhadow upon thoſe famed exce]- 
© lencies, which were wont to. recommend thee 
*in the {light of all nations az the beſt Ruler: that 
B 3 © EVEL 
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$ ever people had; and might make the ſons of + 
© men apprehend it the moſt deſirable thing in all 
$ the world to be, on the fame terms, under thy 
Government ! 
Particularly of his Attributes that have more 
ſpecial relation to his Government, fuch as theſe 
may ſeem (and have been apprehended) liable 
to be refleCted on in this caſe. 
— :1.- Js power, as if he had deſigned to do ſome 
great thing for them, which he could not bring 
about, . and therefore he cafts them off, and will 
feem/ no further concern'd for them. Or as if 
his power were confin'd within ſuch limits, that 
tt would ſuffice him to deſtroy them once for all, 
but not conſtantly to preſerve and, proſper them. 
So when God threatned to ſmite his: people 1ſra- 
et with the peſtilence, and diſinherit them, (Numb. 
I.4- 12.) Moſes urges on their behalf, Then the 
Egyptians ſhall hear it, (for thou broughteſt up this 
people in thy might from among them) And they will 
relf-it to the inhabitants of this land : for they have 
beard that thou, Lord, art among this people, that 
7 on Lord art ſeen face to face, and that thy cloud 
fPandeth over them, and that thou goeſt before them, 
by aay-time in a pillar of a cloud, and in a pillar of 
fire by night. Now if thou ſhalt kill all this people, 
as one wan ;, then the nations which heard the fame 
of thee will ſpeak, ſaying, Becauſe the Lord was not 
able to bring this people into the Iand which he ſware 
wunta thera, therefore he hath ſlain them in the wilder- 
neſt; (verſe 13. 14, 15, 16.) q. d. © That 
** thou halt peculiarly own'd them, and eoncern'd 
<thy ſelf for them cannot be hid. . It hath 
** ikade a great noe in the World, and been the 
ko dard Bebo hurry hon: 
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& common talk of all nations, and made a more 
<« ſpecial impreſſion of awe and terrour, upon - 
<« the Egyptians (againſt whom thou firſt tookeſt 
<« part with them) that thou waſt uſually ſeer. 
& face to face among them, that moſt extraordi- 
<& nary tokens of. a diyine preſence, the miracu- 
© 1lous pillar of a cloud by day, and of fire by 
« night, were conſtantly afforded them. There 
«is no coming off (ſo far and ſo openly haſt 
« thou been concern'd for them) but this con- 
<« ſtruction will be made of it, that though very 
<« yreat difficulties have been overcome for them, 
<« there was a proſpect of yet greater, that could 
« not be overcome, and therefore, that where- 
<« as leſs power was required to make a preſent 
« end of them, thou didſt rather chooſe to do 
« that. And this conſideration ſeems ſometimes 
to have weigh'd much with God himſel, as we 
find he 1s brought in ſpeaking Deut. 32. 26, 27. 
I ſaid I would ſcatter them into Corners, I wou 
make the remembrance of them to ceaſe from among 
men; were it not that I feared the wrath of the ene- 
my, leſt their adverſaries ſhould behave themſelves 
Strangely, and leſt they ſhould ſay our hand is high, 
&c. Whence alſo | . | 
2. His wiſdom muſt, by conſequence, be ex- 
poſed too; that this was not foreſeen, and con- 
{1idered, when he firſt undertook their conduct, 
and eſpouſed their Intereſt. 
3. His Goodneſs and benignity, his propenſity 
to do good, and beſtow favours, that it was not 
ſo unexhauſted a fountain as might ſeem ſutable 
to a God and to him, whom his wonderful no- 
ted atts of favour towards that people , | had 
B 4 | made 
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made to be vogued among, the nations as the ozly 
O07NC. x ESD F: | 
4+. HuClemency, and unaptneſs to be provok't. 
The great commendation - of Rulers. Who 
ought to be Legum ftmiles, as little moy'd with 
paſſions, as the Lawes they govern by. A thing 
eſpecially to-be expected in a Divine Ruler, and 
moſt agreeable to the ſerenity of the nature of 
God.. According not only to what men are 
commonly wont - to apprehend of his nature, 
but what he had been pleaſed to- declare of him- 
ſelf, as1s alledged Numbers 14. 17, 18. Let the 
power of my Lord be great (intimating that to ap- 
pear hurried with paſſions would ſeem an 4n-God- 
like impotency) And 'tis added, according as thou 
haſt ſpoken, ſaying the Lord 1s long-ſujfering and 
of great mercy, &c- Whereupon therefore 
5: Hu ſincerity, .another great excellency in a 
Governour, ſeemes liable to be ſuſpected too. 
That he ſhould not be what he ſeem'd, had given 
out of himſelf, or was taken, at leaſt, to be the 
import and ſignification of his former diſpenſa- 
tions. Which is the ſcope of Moſes's reaſoning, 
Exod. 32. 12. Wherefore ſhould the Egyptians 
ſpeak, and fay, For miſchief did he bring them out, 
to ſlay them in the mountains, and to conſume them 
fromthe face of theearth * As if he had ſaid, why 
thall the Egyptian enemy have occaſion to appre- 
hend, that God did only hide miſchievous inten- 
tions-towards this people, under an appearance 
and- thew - of kindneſs to them 5 That he only 
drew them hereby to truſt in him, and commit 
themſelves to his care and protectiong, that he 
might, when he ſaw his- time, the more- pleaſe 
WES ©; oe ME EET WEE 
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and as it were ſport himſelf in having deceiv'd 
them, and in diſappointing and deſtroying them: 
That therefore the God of Iſrael was not ſuch a 
one as he ſeem'd willing ' to be thought, nor a 
relation to him ſo covetable a thing. Orelſe 
' 6. Hs conſtancy, and faithfulneſs to himſelf. 
He may be thought in this caſe more mutable, and 

unſteady in his own deſigns than 1s worthy of 4 
God. Even Balaams notion of the Dezty could 
not allow him to think either, firf?, that as a mar 
he could ly, or next, that as the ſon of man he 
could repent. Numb. 23. "The former he thought 

_ not agreeable to the ſincerity, nor the latter to 
the conſtancy which he reckon'd mult belong to 
the nature of God. That he ſhould appropri- 
ate a people to himſelf, remarkably -own them 
by a long-continued ſeries of eminent favours 3 
and at length ſeem to grow weary of them, and 
his own deſign, and throw them off ! How «n- 
Godlike a levity doth this ſeem to import ? and 

> how contrary to the encouragemerft which we 
ſometimes find given toſuch a people, even from 
the regard he would have to his own zame in this 
reſpect, The Lord will” not forſake his people, for 
his great names ſake : becauſe it hath pleaſed the 
Lord to make you his people. 1 Sam. 12. 22. 

7. His righteouſneſs in reference to his promiſe and 
Covenant with ſuch a people, or his faithfulneſs 
nnto them. For, as conſidering only h:s purpoſe, 
and his having begun a deſign, his purſuing of 
it is but faithfulneſs (or a being true) to himſelf 

| and his own deſign ; So when his purpoſe hath 

exprelt it ſelf 2 4 promiſe to a people; to make 
it good 1s to be faithful ana true to them, And 
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is therefore a part of righteouſneſs, his promiſe 
having created a 7:ght in them to whom he made 
it. By his purpoſe he is only a debtor to himfelf, 
By his promiſe he 1s a debtor to them too. Upon 
this account his zame ſeems liable to be reflected 
on, if he ſhould reject ſuch a people. As the 
words following the Text intimate. Do not ab- 
hor # for thy names ſake, do not diſgrace the throne 
4 thy glory, break not thy Covenant with us. And 
uch is the import of Moſes's plea, Numb. 14. 
16. Becauſe the Lord was not able, to bring this peo- 
ple into the land | which he ſware'] unto them, there» 
fore he hath ſlain them in the wilderneſs, Which 
pleading of his he himſelf alſo recites Deut. 9. 
28. with little variation 3 And implies in it, 
that if God ſhould reject this people, it would 
turn greatly to the prejudice of hi name and re- 
pute-in the world, in refpe&t of his truth and fi- 
delity which made ſo great a part of his name 
and glory. That-n his anger he neither regard- 
ed his word, -nor his Oath. No bond was fa- 
cred with him. Than which, what could make 
a Prince more inglorious, and infamous ? ' And 
how gladly would thoſe more implacable ene- 
mies out of whoie hands he had reſcued this peo- 
ple, catch at fuch an occaſion of traducing, and 
defaming him! | 
We ſee then how the name of God, may appear 
concern'd in this matter. It ſeems indeed in all 
theſe reſpects very deeply concern'd, and much 
expoſed to obloquy, if he reje&t ſuch a people. 
Though #f he ſhould, it can never be, but upon _ 
fuch termes, as that all that can be objetted, will 
appear to be but groundleſs cavil, and calumny, 
wo. and 
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and*admit of eafte anſwer as we ſhall ſee anon. 
In the mean time, while the matter admits of 
any hope, We are 

2. To ſhewthe fitneſs and right uſe of this Ar- 
gument for the preventing of 1t. 

We are indeed manifeſtly to diſtinguiſh theſe 
two things. The general firneſs of this argu- 
ment to be ufed, and wherein ſtands the fit and 
' due uſe of it. - As any thing elſe, though in it 
ſelf very fit to be «ſed for ſuch and ſuch purpoſes 
(as meat and drink, for inſtance, or legrnings or 
ſpeech) may yet notwithſtanding be uſed very 
fly. Therefore we ſhall ſpeak to both theſe ſo. 
verally, and-ſhew. 

1. How fit an argument this u4 to be inſifted on in 


progers even to the purpoſe we are now ſpealgng 


9 wW, bat is requiſite to the due and right uſe of 
it to this purpoſe. 


That it isin it ſelf an ar gmen very Pe to be 
ini ited on in Prayer, to this purpoſe, or to any 
Other in reference whereto 'tisfit for us to pray 
is moſt evident ; For it is moſt likely to prevail 
with God, being an argument taken from him- 
ſelf, and moſt fit to move and affect us; for it 
hath moſt weight in it. And we ought in Prayer 
as much as is poſlible, to conform our minds/to 
Gods. So as nat only to pray for the things 
which we apprehend him moſt likely to grant, 
but upon the ſame grounds, and with: the fame 
delignh , which he muſt 'he ſuppoſed to. have in 
granting them, And that there be but one end 
and aim common to him and vs. VVe are old 

Enatl. | 
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that if we ask any thing according to hi wilt he 
heareth us. John 5. 14, This is to ask accord- 
3ng to his will, in the higheſt and moſt certain 
ſenſe. For the firſf and moſt fixed obj#tt of any 
will whatſoever isthe End: of any right will, the 
beſt. and moſt excellent end, which can be but oe. 
The Dzvine will we are ſure, is ever right, and 
muſt ſo far as it is known be diret#:ve, and 4 rule 
to ours. Concerning theend it is moſt certainly 
known, Hedoth all things (as he made all things) 
for himſelf. Concerning. the meanes and way to 
his end, we are often ignorant, and in doubt ; 
and when we are, we then are to will nothing 
but upon condition, that it will conduce to the 
 greatandcommon end of all things, and do #- 
zerpretatively, -rgtract and unpray every petition 
in the very making it, which ſhall be really re- 
Pugnant thereto. Nothing can move God be- 
{ides- He is eternally ſelf-mov'd. - Our attempt 
will be both undutiful, and vain, if we ſuffer our 
ſpirits to be engag'd, and mov'd by any thing 
which .will not be a motive unto him. There- 
fore no argument can be fit beſides this, for hzs 
own names Or that cannat be reduc't to it. 

\But the firneſs ef .this argument may be more di- 
ſtin&tly ſhewn and diſcerned from the: following 
conſiderations viz. that it is moſt ſatable | 

1. To. the objett of prayer ; The glorious ever- 
bleſſed God. To whom it belongs as the appro- 
priate, moſt incommunicable Prerogative of the 
Godhead to be the Laſt, as well as the Firſt, the 
Alpha, and the Omega; The End, as he is the 
Authour of all things. Of whom, and through whom, 
and to whom all things are And unto whom muſt be 
6 all 
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all glory for ever. Rom. 11. 36. So that to 
pray to him that he would do this or that, final- 
ly and ultimately for any thing elſe than his owr 
2ame ; is humbly to ſupplicate him that he would 
reſign the Godhead ; and quit his throne to this, 
or that Creature. 

2. To the right ſubjett of Prayer , conſidered 
whether according to its original, Or renewed 
State. According to primitive nature, Or renew- 
ins grace, To primitive nature, Which was no 
doubt pointed upon God as the laſt end. Other- 
wiſe a Creature had been made with averſion to 
him, and in the higheſt pitch of enmity and re- 
bellion. Since there can be no higher Contro- 
verſie than about the laſt end, And to renewing 
grace, the delign whereof, as zt is ſuch, can be 
no other than to reſtore us to our Original State. 
To bring us back, and ſtate us where, and as 
we were, in that abſolute ſubordination to God 
that was original and natural to us. VVhich 
therefore ſtands in repentance towards God, as our 
end, and faith in our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, as our 
way, wherein alone we can acceptably return 
and render our ſelves back unto him. We through 
the law are dead to the law, being humbled, bro- 
ken, macerated, mortifi'd by it, we are become 
dead to it, exempt from its execrating condem- 
ning power and dominion, that we might live to 
God. Gal. 2. 19. that a new divine life and na- 
ture might ſpring up in us, aiming at God, tend- 
ing and working intirely, and only towards him. 
Have been reduc't to a Chaos, to utter confuſion, 
or even brought to nothing, that we might be erea- 


red anew, with a reimplanted diſpoſition to ſerve 
the 
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the ends and purpoſes for which we were firſt 
made. And therefore are to yield or ſelves to 
God as thoſe that are alive from the dead. Rom. 6. 
13. 1. e. (as verſe 11.) alive to God through Teſus 
Chriſt. In him we are created to good workes (that 
are principally to be eſtimated from the end) 
which God had before ordained that we ſhonld walk, 
iathem. Epheſ. 2. 10. Thus we are reconcil'd 
to God. The Controverhie 1s taken up, which 
was about no lower thing than the Deity. Who 
ſhould be God, be or we. Whether we ſhould live 
and be for our ſelves, or. him. JF any man be in 
Chriſt, he ts a new creature, old things are paſt away, 
behold, all things are become new ; And all things 
are of God, who hath reconciled us to himſelf by Te- 
ſw Chriſt. 2 Cor. 5. 17, 18. Hereupon this is, 
in Prayer, the only proper gemiine connatural 
breath of the new Creature, the moſt inward 
habitual ſenſe of a devoted ſoul © To thee, O 
* Lord, be all things, mayeſt thou ever. be the 
«all in all. Let the Creation and all things be 
* nothing, otherwiſe than in thee, and for 
£ thee ! Ws yz. 

3. To the Mediatour it whoſe name we pray. 
Who never undertook that part of mediating, 
between God and us, with a deſign to alienate, 
and give away from God the natural rights of the 
Godhead ; but to aſſert theni to the higheſt, to 
repair unto God, and expiate by his blood the 
encroachments we had made upon them , and 
provide we might do ſo no more. That we 
might be forgiven what was paſt, and be duti- 
ful and ſubject for the futare. His principal de- 
i1gn was to falve the injur'd honour and dignity 
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of the divine Government , and to reconcile 
therewith our impunity, and felicity, to make 
them conſiſt, He was therefore to redeem xs to 
God by hzblood, Rev. 5. 9. How immodeſt, and 
abſurd a confidence were it, for any to make-uſe 
of the Mediators name in prayer againſt his 
principal, and moſt important detign ? | 
4+ To the Spirit of 4 Prayer who, we are told 

Rom. 8. 27. makes interceſſion for the Saints xe 
©g%). VVeread, according to the will of God, but 
no more 1s in the Text than according to God. 
i. e. in ſubſerviency to him, and his Intereſt, 
ſoas that in prayer, by the dictate of that Spi- 
rit, they ſupreamly mind the things of God, and 
are «moſt intent upon his concernments, and up=- 
on their own only in ſubordination to his. As 
it may well be ſuppoſed his own Spirit will be 
true to him, and not act the hearts which it go- 
verns, otherwiſe ; And that the prayers that 
are from himſelf, and of his own infpiring, 
will be moſt entirely loyal, and import nothingy 
but duty and devotedneſs to him. 

5. To the moſt perfeih moat” and platform of 
prayer, given us by our Lord himſelf. In which 
the firſ# place is given to the petition Ha/lowed 
be thy name, and the two next are about. Gods 
concernments, before atiy are mentioned of our 
own. So that the thinrs we are to deſire, are di- 
geſted into two tables, as the decalogie is con . 
taining the things we are to do, And thote that 
reſpect God (as was fic) tet firit. 

6. To the coriſt ant fencur of thre Pravers of pely 
men in Scripture, VVYe have teen hov earneitly 
Aoſes preſles this argument 1 the m20tiouey Pla» 

CCS, 
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ces; Exod. 32. and Numb. 14. And fo doth Sa- 
mel expreſs his confidence in it, when he pro- 
Miſes, upon their deſire, to pray for. the tremb- 
ling people of Iſrael. 1 Sam. 12. 22, 23. The 
Lord will not forſake his people [for his great names 
Jake] becauſe it hath pleaſed the Lord to make you 
his people. Moreover as for me, God forbid that 1 
ſhould fin againſt the Lord, in ceaſing to pray for 
ou. And this was 4 pair whom God hath him- 
ſelf dignifi'd as perſons of great excellency in 
prayer, And whoſe prayers he would have a value 
for, if for any mans. Though Moſes and Samuel 
food before me, &c. Jer. 15. 1. Thus alſo doth 
Foſbua inſiſt, upon occaſion of that rebuke Iſrael 
met with before Ai Joſh. 7. 8, 9. O Lora, what 
' ſhall I ſay, when Iſrael turneth their backs before 
therr enemies? For the Canaanites, and all the inha- 
bitants of the land ſhall hear of it, and ſhall envi- 
ron 45 round, and cut off our name from the earth : 
[and what wilt thou do unto thy great name ?] And 
+10.doth Danze! plead (one of a famous triad too, 
of potent wreſtlers in prayer. Ezek 14. 14.) 
O Lord hear, O Lord forgive, O Lord hearken and + 
ao : defer not for thine own ſake, O my God ; for 
thy city and thy people | are called by thy name] Dan. - 
9. I9. 
7. To the higheſt example and patern of prayer 
(fit to be mentioned apart) our Lord bimpelf. 
VVho, 1n ſome of his laſt agonies, praying Fa- 
ther ſave me from this hour, repreſſes that 1nno- 
cent voice. But therefore came I to this hour, and 
addes Father glorifie thy name. Joh. 12. 27, 28. 
intimating that the ſumme of his deſires did re- 


ſolve into that oze thins, And contented to = 
'. ar 
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fer what was moſt ' grievous to himſelf that 
{o-that 'might be done which ſhould be finally 
moſt 'hanourable to that great name. for 


8..To the deſign and end of prayer, which- is 
partly and:principally' to he conſidered as an a&t 
of worſhip, an homage to the great God, and fo 
the . delign of it 1s to honour him. And partly - 
4 4 mtaves, or way of obtaining for our ſelves 
the good things we pray for, which therefore 
Is another (but an inferjour) end of prayer: 
Whether we conſider it under the one notion, 
or the other, or propound to our ſelves the 
one or the other end in praying ; 'Tis moſt 
agreeable to pray after this tenour , and to 
inſiſt moſt upon this argument in prayer. 
For | 


Firſt, Do we intend prayer as an homage 
to the great God;. and to give him his due glo- 
ry in praying to him. How fitly doth it fall 
in with out deſign, when not only or pray- 
ng it ſelf bat the matter we chiefly pray for have 
the fame {cope and end. We pray that we 
may glorifie God. And the thing we more 
principally deſire of him in prayer, 1s that he 
would gloriftie himſelf, or that his name be glo- 
rified.' And ſquare all other deſires by this mea» 
ſure, defiriog nothing elſe but what may be, (or 
as it 15) ſubſervient hereto. And 


- Secondly, If we intend and deſign any thing 
of advantage to our ſelves. We can only ex- 


pet. to be heard, and to obtain it upon this 
i C Zronnd 
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. ground. The great God deales plainly with 
us in this, and hath expreſly declared that if 
he hear, and graciouſly anſwer us, it will only 
be upon this conſideration, as is often inculca- 
ted, Ezekiel 36. 22. Therefore ſay unto the houſe 
of Iſrael, thus ſaith the Lord God, I do not thus 
for your ſakes, O houſe of Iſrael, but for mine ho- 
ly names ſake, And I will ſanttifie my great name, 
which was profaned among the heathen, and again, 
Not for your ſakes do 1 this, ſaith the Lord God, 
be it known unto you ; be aſhamed and confounded 
for yorr own waies, O houſe of Iſrael. Verſe 32. 


This every way then appears a moſt. fit ar- 
gument to be inſiſted on in prayer ; - And to 
this purpoſe as well as 'to any other. Many of 
the inſtances mentioned from ſcripture, having 
an expreſs and particular reference to this ve- 
ry caſe, of praying' for a people related to God, 
and upon whom his name was called. It re- 
maines then to ſhew ERC/K) 


2. What is requiſite to the richt and due uſe of 
this argument unto this purpoſe. Where we may - * 
{ſumme up all in two words, ſincerity and ſub- 
miſſion. The former whereof belongs to this 
caſe in common with all others, wherein we 
can uſe this argument, or (which is all- one) 
wherein we can pray at all. The other hath 
ſomewhat a more peculiar reference to this caſe 
conſidered apart by it felf. And indeed that 
the. one and the other of theſe are requiſite 
in the uſe of this argument, are both of them 
Corollaries from the Truth it ſelf we have been 
hitherto 


C27) 
hitherto” infilting on; and that have the very 
ſubſtance and-fpirit of it in them. For if this 
be an'argument fit to -be uſed in prayer at all, 
it is obvious to colle&, that it onght to be uſed 
with great ſincerity in any caſe, and with much 
fſubmiſſrn, eſpecially, in ſuch a caſe as this. 


1. It & requiſite we uſe this argument with ſ1n- 
cerity. 1. e. That we have a ſenſe in our hearts 
correſpondent to the uſe of 1t, or that the im- 
preſſion .be deeply inwrought into our ſpirits 
of the glorious excellency *of the name of God. SO 
as it be really the moſt deſireable thing in our 
eyes, that it be magnifi'd and rendred molt glo- 
rious whatſoever becomes of us, or of any peo- 
ple or nation under Heaven. Many have learnt 
to uſe the words For thy names ſake, as a formulas 
a plaufible phraſe,: a cuſtomary, faſhionable form 
of ſpeech; when firſt, there is no inward ſenſe 
in their hearts that doth ſubeſſe, lies under the 
expreſſion, ſo as that tvith them it can be ſaid to 
fignifie any thing, or have any meaning at all. 
Or, ſecondly ,' They may have much another” 
meaning from what theſe words do import, 2 
very low-ſelf-regarding one. As when in pray- 
ing for a people that bear this name, of whom 
themſelves are a part, theſe words are in their 
mouths, but their hearts are really folicitous 
for nothing but their own little concernments, 
their wealth, and peace, and eaſe; and fleſhly 
accommodations. Apprehending a change bf 
Religion cannot fall out among ſuch a people, 
but in conjunction with what may be dangerous 
to themſelves in theſe mean reſpects. Whereupon 
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it may fall out that they will pray earneſtly, 
cry aloud, be full of concern, vehemently im- 
portunate, and all the noiſe, and cry mean no- 
thing but their own corz, wine, and oile,' They 
mention the name of the Lord, but not in truth. It 
appeares the ſervants of God in the uſe of this 
argument have been toucht in their very ſoules 
with ſo deep and auick a ſenſe of the dignity and 
honour of the divine name, that nothing elſe 
hath ſeem*d conſiderable with them, or worth 
the regarding beſides. As in thoſe pathetic. 
expoſtulations > What wilt thou do to thy great 
name * What will the Egyptians ſay ? &c. This 
alone, apart from their own concernments, was 
the weighty argument with them. For it weigh- 
ed nothing with ſes on the contrary, to be 
told, 1 will make of thee a great nation. To have 
himſelf never ſo glorious a name, to be ſpread in 


the world and tranſmitted to all after ages as 


the root and father of a mighty people, was a 
light thing in compariſon of the injury and dui- 
reputation that would be done to Gods own 
name, if he ſhould deſert or deſtroy this people. 
Or, thirdly, They may have a very wicked mean- 
ing. The name of God may be invok't, Religi- 
ous ſolemnities uſed 45 a Pretence and colour to 
flagitious actions. Jz nomine Domini —— Qc. 
Moſt execrable villanies have been prefac't with 
that ſacred adorable name. As when a faſt was 
proclaim'd, but 4 rapize upon Naboths vineyard 
was the thing deſign'd. And the awful name of 
God was indifferently uſed in prayer and in perju- 
ry to ſerve the ſame vile purpoſe. 


In | 
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In which ſoever of thoſe Degrees this venera- 
ble name is inſmcerely mentioned, we ought to ac- 
count a great requitite is wanting to a right uſe 
of it as an argument in prayer. And ſhould con- 
ſider both the abſurdity and the 72:3quity of our 
ſo miſuſing It. 


I. The abſurdity, For who can reaſorably think 
him capable of hearing our prayers, whom at the 
fame time he thinkes incapable of krowing our 
hearts? Am 1 conſiſtent with my If when 1 in- 
vocate, worſhip, truſt in him 4s a Sod, whom 1 
think 1 can impoſe upon by a falſe ſhew ? Is it 
likely, if I can deceive him, that he can help and 
ſuccour me ? | 


2. The iniquity. For this can be no /ow (though 
it be not the peculiar) ſenſe of taking the name 
of the Lordour God in vain. And we know with 
what awful words that great precept 1s inforced. 
The Lord will not hold bim guiltleſs that taketh his 


aame in vain. 


Nor can any man deviſe to put a greater af- 
front upon him than to approach him with #7- 
ſincerity. For it is to uſe him as a ſnſeleſs Idol, 
and ſignifies as if I counted him as the vanities 
of the Gentiles, one of their 1nanimate or brutal 
Gods ; Denies his o-27iſcience to diſcern, and his 
juſtice and power to revenge the indignity, all at; 
ONCe. 


And what now is to be expected from ſuch a 


prayer wherein I both fight with my ſelf and 
CY: him 
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and him at the ſame time. Waith-my FelF,: for the 
ſame objef that I worſhip,. I affront in” the ſame. at, 
andwith him ; for my worſhip is but ſeeming, and 


The affront real. 


Sucha diſagreement with my ſelf were enough 
to blaſt my prayer. The «vie Jidvxos, the man 
with two ſoules, 7am 1. the donble-miaded man 
1s ſaid to be aze]s5]&-, unſtable (inconſiitent with 
himſelf the word 1ignifies) and let not ſuch a man 
think, faith the Apoſtle, that he ſhall receive any 
thing of the Lord. Much more when his prayer 
1s not only not acceptable to God, but offenſive. 
And by which he is ſo far from pleaſing, that he 
provokes. | 


It is then of unſpeakable concernment to us 
in the uſe of this Argument, that we well un- 
derſtand opr lves. Let us ſearch our hearts. 
And ſee that we mean as we ſpeak, that we do 
not pretend a cancernedneſs,: and zeal for the 
name of God, when he that knowes all things , 
knowes that we lye ; and that we do but flatter him 
with our mouth, aud lye unto himwith our tongues when 
gur heart is not right with him. Pſal. 78. 36, 37. 
That we do not ſeem to be in great perplexity 
about the name and glory of God, when we are 
quite unconcern'd what becomes of his name , 
are only ſolicitous leſt we ſhould ſuffer our ſelves, 
afraid of being undone, of loſing our eſtates, 
or of being driven from our dwellings, or per- 
haps but of being abridg'd ſomewhat of our 
conveniencies, and more deleftable enjoyments. 
As If (not the Fortunes of Cefar, and rhe Em- 

| Pire 


(3T ) 
pire but) the mighty and all comprehenſive name 
of the great Lord of heaven and earth did de- 
pend upon our being rich, or quiet, and at our 
eaſe, and having our ſenſe and fancy gratifid. 
Asif the heavens reſted upon our ſhoulders, and 
the frame of the univerſe were ſuſtained by us, 
who our ſelves need ſuch pitiful ſupports, lean 
upon ſhadows, and if they fail us are ready to 
link and drop into nothing ! 


-2. Submiſſion is highly requiſit eſpecially in a 
caſe of this nature, 1. e. We are to ſubmit ro 
his judgment the diſpoſal both of his concernments, 
which this argument directly intends, and ozr 
own, which we are too apt, indire&tly to con- 
nect with his, ſo as to be more principally ſoli- 
citous about them. 


I. Hts coucernment in this caſe muſt (as is fit) 
be ſubmitted with all humble deference to hs own 
judgment, it being really a doubtful caſe, not 
whether it be a deſireable thing, that the name 
and honour of God ſhould be preſerved and ad- 
vanced, or whether we ſhould deſire it ? But 
whether his continuing ſuch a people in viſible 
relation to himſelf, or rejefting and caſting them - 
off, will be. more hqnourable and glorious to 
him ? Where the doubt lies, there muſt be the ſub- 
miſſion, 1. e. This matter muſt be referr'd to him- 
ſelf, it being ſuch as whereof he only is the 
competent judge, and not we. The thing to 
be judg'd of is not whether occaſion may not 
be taken by men of ſhort diſcourſe, and of pro- 
fane minds, to think and ſpeak refle&ingly of 

C 4 ſuch 


£32 ) 
ſuch a piece of providence, wiz. if. a people 
whom God had long viſibly owned and favoured 
ſhould be, at length, rejected with deteſtation, 
and expoſed to ruine. M's like the heathen na- 
tions were very apt ſo to inſult, when God did 
finally abandon and give up that people of the 
Fewes, and make themceaſe at once to be his peo- 
ple, and any people at all. As we know they 
did before, when they gained any temporary ad- 
vantage upon them, upon their being able to 
[poll their countrey , to reduce them to ſome 
diſtreſs, and ſtraiten their chief City with a 
ſiege, as if they had them totally in their power, 
they preſently draw the God of 1ſrael into an ig- 
nominious compariſon with the fictitious Deities 
of other vanquiſhed Countreys. The Gods of 
Hamath, Arphad, Sepharvaim Ifa. 36. 19. (who 
| are alſo ſtiled their Kings as 
Selden, de Diis 1s thought 2 King. 19. 13+ 
Syris Synt. 2. Cap. though the deſtruction of 
" their Kings may alſo admit 
to be meant as an argument 
of the impotency of their Gods. And they are 
mentioned diſtinctly, as perhaps-was not ob- 
ſerved, in both thoſe cited bookes of Scripture, 
where that hiſtory is more largely recorded ; 
2 Kings 18. 34. chap. 19. 13. And Ia. 36. 19. 
chap-.37- 12, 13 ) As if he were able to do no 
more for the proteftion of his people, than they 
for their aac -yrtg And ſo, for a few mo- 
ments, he remaines under the cenſure of being 
an *poternt God. But that momentary cloud he 
knew how ſoon to diſpel, and make his glory 
ſhine out ſo much the more brightly unto, not. 
17 6h rerun FLRTIONS'I only 


(343 


only a convincing, but an amazing confutation 
of ſo prophane folly ; yielded the ſhort ſighted 
adveriary a temporary Victory, which he could 
preſently redeem out of their hands, that he 
might the more gloriouſly triumph in their ſur- 
prizing, unfeared ruine 3 And fo let them, and 
21 the world ſee that thoſe advantages were not 
extorted , but permitted upon conſiderations 
that lay ont of their reach. to comprehend ; and 
that they proceeded not from want of power, but 
the excellency of other perfetiions;. which would in 
due time be underſtood by ſuch as were capable 
of making a right judgment. #H# wiſdom, holis 
eſs and juſtice which appeared in putting a peo- 
ple fo related to him, under ſeafonable rebukes 
and diſcountenance, when the ſtate of the caſe, 
and the methods of his Government required it. 
And ſo much the rather becauſe they were ſo re- 
lated. According to that Tow only have I known 
of all the families of the earth, therefore I will pus 
riſh you for all your iniquities, Amos 3. 2. The 
matter here to be Yiſputed, was not whether it 
did not occaſion a preſent diſhonour to the God 
of Iſrael, tolet the enemy have ſuch a ſeeming 
ground of ſpitefal ſuggeſtions concerning him , 
as if he were impotent, or variable, or falſe to. 
them that had intruſted themſelves to his pro- 
tection and care ; but whether that diſhonour 
were not recompenſt with advantage, by the 
greater glory that accrued” to him afterwards. 
And this allo is the matter that muſt come un- 
der judgment, if at length he ſhould finally caſt 
off ſuch a people ; whether upon the whole, 
all things being conſidered and taken together, 

? it 
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it be not more for the honour of his name, and 
the reputation of his rectoral attributes, to 
break off ſuch a relation to them, than continue 
tt. Wherein he 1s not concern'd to approve 
himſelf to the opinion of fooles, or half-witted 
perſons : and whoſe ſhallow judgment too, is go- 
vern'd by their diſaffetion ; but to ſuch as can 
conſider. Perhaps, to ſuch as ſhall hereafter riſe 
up zz ſucceeding ages. For he 1s not in haſte. 
His ſteady duration, commenſurate with all the 
ſucceſſions of time, and which runs into Eter-- 
nity, can well admit of his ſtaying till this or 
that frame , and contexture of providence be 
compleated, and capable of being more entirely 
viewed at once, and till calmer minds, and men of 
leſs intereſted paſſions ſhall come to have the con- 
ſidering of it. And in the mean time he hath 
thoſe numberleſs myriads of wiſe and holy ſages 
in the other world, the continual obſervers of 
all his diſpenſations, that behold them with 
equal, unbyaſt minds, and from the evidence of 
the matter, give their concurrent approbation, 
and applauſe, with all the true members of the 
Church on earth, Great and marvellous are thy 
works, Lord God Almighty, juft, and true are thy 
wayes, thou Kins of Saints. Rev. 15. 3. But It 
1s enough, and much more conſiderable to ap- 
prove h:»ſelf to himſelf ; and that all his diſpen- 
fations are guided according to the ſteady, eter- 
nal Reaſon of things, which 1s an inviolable law 
to him, from which he never departs, and from 
the nerpetual uniform agreement of all his pro- 
yidences whereto, an indubious glory will refult 


unto him, that will never admit the leaſt Eclipſe, 
Or 
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or ever be capable of being drawn into diſpute. 
And according whereto it will appear, if ever” 
he forſake ſuch a people, the concernment of his 
name and glory in the matter, was the great in- 
ducement to it, that he did even owe it to him-' 
ſelf, and had not,” otherwiſe, done right to his own - 
NAH. 


And whatſoever might be argued from it to 
the contrary will be found capable of a clear and 
eaſie anſwer, ſo as that the weight of the argu- 
ment willentirely ly on this fide. For 


1. As to his Power, he hath reaſon to be ever 
ſecure concerning the reputation of that, ha- 
ving given, and knowing how further to give, 
when he pleaſes, ſufficient demonſtrations of it; 
otherwayes. Nor was It ever his deſign to re- 
preſent himſelf as a Being of meer Power, which 
of it ſelf, hath nothing of moral excellenty in it, 
nor do the appearances of it tend to beget that 
true notion of God in the minds of men which he 
deſigned to propagate ; otherwiſe than as the 
glory of it ſhould ſhine in conjun&tion with that 
of his -other Attributes that are more peculiar- 
ly worthy of God, more* appropriate to him, 
and more apt. to repreſent him to the-world 
as the moſt ſutable object of a Religious venera- 
tion. Whereas meer power 1s capable of having 
place in an un-intelligent nature, and in an in- 
telligent tainted with the moſt odious impurities. 
He never deſir'd to be known among men by ſuch 
a name, as ſhould fignifie power only un-accompa- 


_ ni'd with wiſdom, holineſs, &c. And 
2. For 
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2. For his wiſdom it is ſeen in purſuing valua- 

ble ends, by methods futable to them, and be- 
coming himſelf. It became the abſolute Sove- 
raignty of a God, to ſeleft a nation, that he 
would favour more than other nations ; but would 
1] have agreed with his wiſdom to have bound him- 
ſelf abſolutely to them, ſo to favour them, how- 
ſoever they ſhould demean themſelves. 


3. Hu bounty and goodneſs, though it found them 
no better than other people, was to have made 
them better. Nor was it any diſreputation to his 
goodneſs to divert its current, when they, after 
long tryal, do finally reſiſt its deſign. 


4+ His Clemency muſt not be made liable to be 
miſtaken for nadvertency, or neglet. And to 
give the world cauſe to ſay, Tuſh God ſeeth not, 
neither is there knowledge in the moſt high. Nor 
for 3ndifferency, and unconcernedneſs what men 
do, as if good and bad were alike to him. And 
that ſuch as do evil were good in the ſight of the 
Lord, and he delighted in them; words, where- 
with he ſometime complain'd that men wearied 
' him Mal. 2. 17. He is not to redeem the 7e- 
putation of one attribute by the real prejudice of 
another ; 1. e. the offenſe and grievance to it, 
which aZtting direftly againſt it (if that were 
poſlible) would occaſion. h 


5. His ſincerity will be highly vindicated and 
glorif'd, when it ſhall be ſeen that there is no- 
thing more of ſeverity in ſuch a diſpenſation , 
when ever it takes place, than was plainly ex- 


preſt 
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preſt in his often repeated fore-warnings and 
Lhregtnlngs » even long before. And there- 
ore 


6. He is herein but conſtant to himſelf, and 
ſhould be more liable to the charge of murebiliry, 
and inconſtancy, if finally, when the caſe ſhould 
ſo require, he ſhould not take this courſe. And 


7. As to his righteouſneſs, and fidelity towards 
ſuch & people, even thoſe to whom he more ſtrict- 
ly ablig'd himſelf than ever he did to any par- 
ticular nation beſides. Let but the tenour of 
his Covenant with them be conſulted, and ſee 
whether he didnot reſerve to himſelf a liberty 
of caſting them off, if they revolted from him. 
And whether theſe were not his expreſs termes 

"Hhat, be would be with them while they were with 
Eim, but that if they forſook him, he would farſake 


them alſo. 


Therefore much more 1s he at liberty, as to 
any other people, to whom he never made fo 
peculiar promiſes of external favours as he did to 
this people. Nor hereupon can any thing be 
pleaded from his name, or that is within the 
compaſs of its ſignification, with any certainty, 
that it ſhall conclude , and be determining on 
the behalf of ſuch a people. There is a read, 
great doubt in the caſe, whether the argument 
may not weigh more the other way. And whe- 
ther the wickedneſs of ſuch a people may not 
be grown to ſuch a prodigious exceſs, that 
whereas none of theſe his mentioned attributes do 

make 
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make it neceſſary, he ſhoyld confinue his rela- 
tion, ſome other, that could nowhe alledg'd for 
it, may not be alledg'd againſt it, and do not 
make it_ neceſſary he ſhould break it off: The 
glory of his holineſs (which if we conſider it in 
it {elf, and 'confider the value; and ſtreſs he is 
wont to put upon it, we might even reckon the 
prime glory of the Deity) 1s not, perhaps, to be 
ſufficiently falv'd and vindicated . without , at 
length, quite abandoning and caſting them off. 
There ſeems to be ſomewhat very awful and mo- 
nitory in thoſe moſt pleaſant, gracious words, 
and that breathe ſo ſweet a favour: But now they 
defire a better Countrey, that is, an heavenly * where- 
fore Gol us not aſhamed to be called their God. Heb. 
* TT. 16. viz. that if a people that have long en- 
joy'd brighter diſcoveries of heaven, and the way 
toit, do yet generally bear a diſaffefted heart to 
the deſign of that revelation, remain habitually 
terrene, like the reſt of the world, govern'd by 
the ſpirit of it, ingulft in the common polluti- 
ons, ſenſualities, impieties of the wicked athe- 
iſtical inhabitants of this earth. God will be 
even aſhamed to be called their God, He will rec- 
kon it jznominious , and a reproach to him 
(though he will fave ſuch as are ſincere among 
them) to ſtand viſibly related to ſuch a people as 
their God. What to have them for a peculiar 
people, that are not peculiar ? - To diſtinguiſh 
them that will not be diſtinguiſht ? To make a 
viſible difference by external favours and priviled- 
res, where there is no viſible difference in prac- 
rice and converſation, that might {ignifie a more 
Excellent Spirit. This 1s not only to loſe the 
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intended deſign: but to have it turn+to a diſad- 
vantage. And whom he expected: to be for « 
name and a praiſe to him, a crown and a royal Dia- 
dem, to become to him a diſhonour and a blor. 
And we do find that ſuch ſeverities as have been 
uſed towards ſuch a people, are declared to have 
been ſo, even for the ſake of his name, Jer. 34. 
16, 17. But ye turned and polluted my name, —— 
Therefore I will make you to be removed into 
all the Kingdoms of the earth. And when there- 
fore' a remnant of this people, rebelliouſly, a- 

ainſt Gods expreſs word, went : down into 

'gypt, preferring a precarious ſubſiſtence, under 
tyranny and idolatry, at the cruel mercy of a 
long ſince baffled enemy before the true Religi- 
on, and liberty, under the divine proteCtion, 
ſee how God expreſſes his reſentment of this dif- 
honour done to his name, and the affront offer- 
ed to his Government. Jer. 44. 26. Therefore 
hear ye the word of the Lord,_all Tudah that dwell 
in the land of Egypt, Behold, I have ſworn by my 
great name, ſaith the Lord, that my name, ſhall no 
more be named in the mouth of any man of Fudah, 
#n all the land of Egypt, ſaying 5 The Lord God 
kveth. 1 


And when the time drew nearer of Gods to- 
tal rejeCttion of that people, as in- the time of 
Malachi's prophecies ; They are charg'd with 
deſpiſing and profaning his name. Chap. 1. verſe 
6. and 12. and are told God had now no pleaſure 
in them, nor would accept an offering at their hands, 
but that his name ſhouid be great among the Gen- 


files (verſe 10, 11-) even from the riſtig of the 
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ſun to the going down of the ſame, Intimating that 
(excepting thoſe few that thought on his name, 
chap. 3- 16. and that feared his name ,. Chap. 
4+ 24 who be ſayes ſhould be his, when he made up 
bys jewels, and the ſun of righteouſneſs ſhould riſe 
ypon them) he would have no more to. do with 
them, but # the day that ſhould burn as an oven, 
(when the whole Hemiſphere ſhould be as-one f3- 
ery vault) they ſhould be burnt up as ſtubble, and 
either root nor branch be left of them, And all this 
ypon the concern he had for his name, which was 
reproacht by ſuch a peoples pretending to #. 
Whereupon, they had been threatned chap. 2: 
yerſe 2. that except they did give glory to hw 
name, he would curſe them, and their bleſſings, 
gorrupt their ſeed, ſpread dung upon their faces, 
even that of their ſolemn feaſts, and they ſhould be 
taken away therewith. 


It is therefore poſſible the whole force of this 
argument may lye againſt us, in praying for ſych 
a people, I ſay, it zs poſſible 3t may, Whether ac- 
tually it do or no, we can never be competent 
jadges. Our knowledge is not. large enough , 
nor our minds enough comprehenſive. .. Our 
wiſdom 1s folly it ſelf to the eſtimating ſuch a 
caſe. We are capable of pronouncing haſtily, 
it would 3n this, or that particular reſpeft, be dif> 
honourable, and an obſcurement of Gods name, 
if he ſhould caſt off England. But he that pro- 
nounces haſtily, conſiders but a few things, and 
lookes but a little way. 
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The queſtion is whether all things compared 
and conſidered together, that belong to ſuch a caſe, 
it will ve more honourable to God or diſhonourable, 
and more or leſs recommend him to intelligent 
minds, get him a greater and more excellent 
name and renown in the world, when it ſhall be 
enlightned to conſider the caſe, to break off 
his relation or continue it ? We know his own 
judgment is according to truth, and hope he will 
judge the way, that will be more favourable to 
us. But we cannot be certain of it. *'Tis a caſe 
that requires the judgment of his all compre- 
hending mind , whoſe proſpect 1s large every 
way ; and takes inall the decencies and indecen- 
cies that eſcape our notice. As we know in 
viewing things with the eye, a quick and clear 
ſight ( eſpecially helpt with a fit inſtrument ) 
will diſcern many things, ſo fine, and minute, 
as to be, to a duller eye, altogether inviſible. 
It is the work of wiſdom, and judgment, to dif- 
cern exactly the critical ſeaſons , and junures 
of time, when to do this or that. And the 
wiſe God in his diſpenſations, eſpecRlly towards 
a great Community, or the colleftive body of 
a people, takes uſually a vaſt compaſs of time, 
within which to ſelect the apt and fit ſeaſon , 
for this or that aft, whether of ſeverity, or 
mercy towards them. And it is more fit, as by 
the coincidence of things, it contributes more 
' to the greater glory of his name. We cannot 
diſcern the things, the concurrence whereof, 
make this a fitter ſeaſon than another, that ſuch 
an event ſhould be plac't juſt there, within fo 
large a tract of time. What mortal man, or 
indeed what finite mind, was capable of judg- 
ing ſome hundreds of years before, what was 
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1*ſ wanting, to the fulneſs of the Amorites ſin, 
fo as that it ſhould be more honourable, and glo- 
rious to the divine juſtice, not to animadvert 
thereon , till that very time when he did 1t. 
Or why he choſe that time which he pitcht upon, 
wherein to coie down, and delwer his Iſrael from 
their Egypti 2 ofprefſours. Or when (without 
Inipiration) to be able to ſay the time to favour 
Lion, even the ſet time is come. Nor are we to 
relolve the matter only into the abſoluteneſs of 
his Sovereiguty, upon the account whereof he 
may take what time he pleaſes, but the depth of 
his hidden wiſdom, for he doth all things accord- 
ing. to the Counſel of his will, having reaſons to 
himfef, which our ſhallow, dim, fight perceives 
not, and whereof we are infinitely leſs able 
to make a ſire judgment, than a Countrey Idiot 
of reaſons of ſtate. Hen may (as to the preſent 
caic) think tr moſt fit, moſt honourable, and 
glor OUS; {o often to forgive, or ſo long to for- 
bear fich a deli inguent people 5 And may, at 
lc agth, judge it moit becoming him, and moſt 
worthy of 5, fy as he is the common Ruler of 
the wort, and their injured, deſpiſed Ruler, 
to i{trike the fatal ſtroke, and quite cut them- off 
from him. | | | 
Now here, it 1s therefore neceſſarily our du- 
ty, to uſe this argument with him of hs name, 
{1 w 6 as winliy to ſubmit the matter to his judgment, 
d but conditionally, if 7t will indeed make moſt 
fir the glory, of his name , that then he wall not 
abyor and reject ſuco a people even for his names 
ſazg. Nor -can we herein Þe to smportunate, if 
we be not peremprary, not to intent upon the end, 
the glory of his name 5, for about the goodneſs, ex- 
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if we be not too determinate about the meanes, Of 
what will be moſt honourable to his name, con- 
cerning which we are ancertarn. 

Neither is it diſallowed us to uſe the beſt judg- 

ent we can, about the meanes, and the intereſt 
of Gods name in* this caſe. It 1s not our fault 
to be miſtaken, he expects us not to uſe the judg- 
ment of Gods, But it will be our fault to be pe- 
remptory and confident in a matter, wherein we 
may be miſtaken , and muſt ſignifie too much of- 
ficiouſneſs, as if we underſtood his affaires bet- 
ter than himſelf, and a bold infolence, to take 
uPon us to be the abſolute judges of what we 
underſtand not ; and to cover our preſumption 
with a pretence of duty. Therefore though 
ſich a people be dear to us, yet becauſe his name 
ought to be infinitely more dear, that, in the 
ſettled bent of our hearts, we ought to prefer. 
And be patient of his ſentence, whatever it prove 
to be, with deep reſentment of our own deſert 
but with high complacency. that his name is vin- 
dicated, and glorift'd , and with a fincere, un- 
diſſembled applauſe of the juſtice of his proceed- 
ings ; how ſevere ſoever they may be towards us. 
Eſpecially if we have reaſon to hope, thar ſevers- 
ty will terminate, but in a temporary diſcounte- 
nance, and frown ; not in a final rejeCtion. 

2. Much more are we to ſubmit our own ſecular 
concernments, which may be involu'd. 1. e. We 
ought only to pray, we may have the continu- 
ed, free, profeſſion, and exerciſe of our Religion, 
in conjunction with the comfortable enjoyment 
of the good things of this life, if that may con- 
{iſt with, and belt ſerve the honour of his great 
name, But if he do really make this jadzment 
in our caſe, that we have fo miſdemean'd our 
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ſelves, and been © [:ttle really better to common ob- 

- ſervation, in our practice and converſation, than 
men of a worſe Religion, that he cannot without 
injury to his name, and. the reputation of his 
Government, countenance us againſt them, by 
the viſible favours of his providencg, : That it will 
not be honourable for him to proteCt us in our 
Religion, to fo little purpoſe ; and while we 
ſo little anſwer the true deſign of it ; That if 
we wlll retain our Religion (which we know we 
are upon no terms to quit) we muſt ſuffer for it, 
and fanctifie that name before men by our ſuffer- 
ing, which we diſhonoured by our ſinning. We 
have nothing left us to do but to ſubmit to God, 
to humble our ſelves under his mighty hand, to ac- 
cept the puniſhment of our ſin, to put off our orna- 
ments, expecting what he will do with us. And 
be content that our dwellings, our ſubſtance , 
our eaſe, and reſt, our liberties and lives, if he 
w1ll have it ſo, be all facrifices to the honour of 
that excellent name. 

Nor can our «ſe of this argument want ſuch 
ſubmiſſion without much #xſincerity. Concerning 
this therefore look back to what was faid on the 
former head. 

Nor 1s there any hardſhip in the matter, that 
we are thus limited in our praying, for what 
even nature it ſelf teacheth us to deſire 3 our 
ſafety, peace, and outward comforts ; unleſs we 
count it an hardſhip that we are Creatures, and 
that God is God, and that oxrs 1s not the ſupream 
zntereſt. The deſires of the ſenſitive nature are 
not otherwiſe to be formed into petitions than 
by the direCtion of the rational, that alſo, being 
govern'd by a ſuperadded holy divine nature ; 
unto which it is a fupream, and a vital /aw; _ 
| 0 
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God 1s to be firſi-eyed in every thing. Reaſo 
O_ that /o Nould be, and grace makes i 
e ſo. J | 
And it ought to be far from us to think this 
an hardſhip; when, in reference to our great- 
er, and more conſiderable concernments, thoſe 
of our ſoules, and our eternal ſtates, we are 
put upon no ſuch (dubious ſuſpence/ x!) ſubmiſſion. 
He hath not, 7 theſe, left the matter at all 
doubtful, or at any uncertainty > whether he 
will reckon it more honourable to his name to 
fave, or deſtroy eternally, a ſincerely penitent, 
believing , obedient ſoul. He hath ſettled a 
firm connettion between the felicity of ſuch, and 
his own glory. And never put it upon us, as any 
part of our duty, to be contented to periſh for 
ever, that he may be glorifid ; or ever to ask 
our ſelves whether we are ſo content or no. 
For he hath made ſuch things our preſent, im- 
mediate, indiſpenſable duty, as with which our 
periſhing is not conſiſtent, and upon ſuppoſition 
whereof, it is impoſſible we ſhould not be happy. 
If we believe in his ſon, and ſubmit to his Govern- 
ment, his name Þleads irreſiſtibly for our being 
ſaved by him. He can have no higher glory 
from us, than that we be to the praiſe of the glory 
of his grace, being once accepted in the beloved. 
Neither is it diſallowed us to do the part of 
concives, fellow-members of a community, civ1l, 
* or ſpiritual, to pray, very earneſtly, for our 
people, city, conntrey that are 1o juſtly dear to us. 
Only ſince prayer it ſelf is an acknowledgment 
of his ſuperiority to whom we pray : and we 
: haveno argument, that we ought to hope ſhould 
prevail, but that of his own name ; we can but 


pray, and plead as the natnre of prayer, and the 
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import of that argument will admit. 1. e. with en- 
tire ſubjeftion to his holy and ſovereign will, 
and ſubordination to h# ſupream Intereſt, to 
whom we addreſs our ſelves in prayer. 

Uſe. And now the uſe this will be of to us, is 
partly to corre? and reprehend our prayers , 
wherein they ſhall be found diſagreeable to the true 
#mport of this Argument, and partly to perſwade 
unto , and encourage, ſuch praying, as ſhall be 
agreeable to it. | 

t. It j»ſtly, and aptly ſerves to reprehend, and cor- 
vett, ſuch praying 4s diſagrees with it. Eſpecially 
the carnality, and the ſelfiſhneſs of our prayers. 
The uſe of this argument implies that the glo- 
ry of God, and the exaltation of his name , 
ſhould: be the principal defign of our prayers. 
Is it not in theſe reſpe&ts much otherwiſe 2 We 
keep /aſt after faſt, and make many prayers. And 
what 1s the chief deſign of them? or the thing 
we are moſt intent, and which our hearts are priz- 
cipally ſet upon ? We ſee how God expoſtulates 
this matter. Zech. 7. 5. When ye faſted and 
mourned, in the fifth, and ſeventh month, even thoſe 
ſeventy years, did you at all faſt unto me, even unto 
ame ? Why to whom can it be thought this people 
did keep taſts but znto God? Yes no doubt they 
did eye him, as the objef, but not as the end. 
They were kept to him, but not for him, ſo as 
that his zztereſt, and glory was the thing princi- 
pally deſigned in them. Nor can it be, if the 
things we cheifly inſiſt upon, be ſuch as have 
710 conneftion with his true intereſt, or ſubſervien- 
cy to.it. And let us enquire wpor theſe two heads ; 
Whether our prayers, in theſe reſpects, do not 
' Tun in ſuch a ſtrain, as that they cannot poſlibly 
be underſtood to mean him, or have a true refer- 
Ence to him, | I. 1a 


(47) 

1. 1n reſpect of the carnality of them. When 
we pray for the people of our own land, or for 
the Chriſtian Church, miore generally, what ſore: 
of evils 1 it that we find our hearts moſt feeling- 
ly to deprecate, and pray againſt ? what are 
the good things we chiefly detire for them ? We 
find our ſelves, 'tis likely, to have ſomewhat a 
quick tenſe, and dread of the calamities of war, 
depredation , oppreſſion , perſecution , and we feel, 
probably , ſomewhat of ſimpathy within our 
ſelves, when we hear of any abroad, profeſling 
true, reformed Chriſtianity, that ſuffer the ſpoil- 
ing of their goods, are baniſht from their plea- 
{ant homes, drag'd to priſons, preſt with pinch- 
ing neceſlities, for the ſake of their Religion 3; 
and It were well if our compaſſions were more 
enlarged in ſuch caſes. And if we ſhould hear 
of nations depopulated, Cities fackt, Towns 
and Countreys delug'd with blood and ſhugh- 
ter, theſe things would certainly have an alſto- 
niſhing ſound in our eares. But have we any 
proportionable ſenſe of the Spiritual evils that walt, 
and deform the Chriſtian Church , exhauſt its 
{ſtrength and vigour, and blemiſh its bzanty 
and glory ? Ignorance, terrene inclination, olory- 
ing in the external formes of Religion, while the 
life and power of 1t is unknown and deny'd , 
eſtrangement from God, real infidelity towards the 
Redeemer , vailed over by pretended 70-ainal 
Chriſtianity, uncharitableneſs, pride, wrath, ſirife, 
envy, hatred, hypocriſie, deceitfulneſs towards God 
and man 2 We ought to lament and deprecate 
the former evils without over-looking theſe, or 
counting them leſs,” pr being leſs affefted with 
them. We are apt to pray for peace unto 
the Chriſtian community, for halcyon dayes» 
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proſperity, the abundance of all ontward bleſ- 
ings, in conjunEtion with the univerſal recep- 
tion of ſuch forms of Religion, as are moſt 
agreeable to our minds, and inclinations. But 
do we as earneſtly pray for the reviving: of 
remitrve Chriſtianity , and that the Chriſtian 
Church may ſhine in the beauties of holineſs, in 
heavenlineſs, faith, love to God, and one another, 
in ſimplicity, meekneſs , patience , humility, con- 
tempt of this preſent world, and purity from all 
the corruptions of it. This we chiefly, ought 
to ' have done, without leauing the other undone. 
Which while 1t 1s left out of our prayers, or 
not more principally inſiſted on in them, how 
ul do they admit of enforcement by this ar- 
gument from the name of God? For do we think 
it is fo yery honourable ro his name, to be the 
God of an opulent, luxurious, voluptuous, proud, 
wrathful, contentious people, under what religious 
form or denomination ſoever ? 

2. But alſo do not our prayers chiefly center 
#1 our ſelves! while we make a cuſtomary (not 
underſtood) »ſe in them of the name of God ? 
And when we principally deſign our ſelves in 
our Prayers, what is 1t we covet moſt for our 
ſetves? *Tis not agreeable to the holy, new divine 
zature, to deſire to ingroſs ſpiritual good things 
to- qQur ſelves ; when for others, we deſire only 
the goed things of this earth. But if our prayers 
do only delign the averting from our ſelves out- - 
ward calamities, or inconveniencies , and the 
obtaining only of eaſe, indulgence, and all 
grateinl accommodations to our fleſh , how 
abſurd an hypocrilie is it. to faſhion up ſuch a 
petition , by adding to It for thy names ſake ? 
As if.the name of God did oblige him to cont 
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the eaſe and repoſe of our fleſh ! when our 
ſoules, thereby, are made, and continued the 
nurſeries of all the evil, vicious inclinations, 
which ſhew themſelves in our praCftice, moſt of 
all to the diſhonour of that name ! -what ſub- 
ordination is there here ? Manifeſt is. the op- 
poſition of our carnal intereſt, to the intereſt and 
honour of the blefſed name of God. If a Male- ' 
factor, convicted of the higheſt crimes againſt 
the Government , ſhould petition for himſelf 


_ * tothis purpoſe, that it will bring a great diſrepu- 


tation upon authority, and detratt from the' famed 
clemency and goodneſs of the Prince, if any puniſh- 
ment ſhould be inflitted on him for his off ences, or 
if he be not indulg*d and ſuffered to perſiſt in them. 
How would this petition ſound with ſober, in- 
telligent men? *Tis no wonder our fleſh regrets 
ſaffering , but *tis ſtradge eur reaſon ſhould be 
ſo loſt, as to think, at random, that 7:ehe or 
wrong the name of God is not otherwiſe to be in- 
demnifi'd than by zts being faved from ſuffering. 
As if the gratification of oxr fleſh, and the glory 
of Gods name were 1o very nearly related, ' and 
| ſomuchakin toone another ! And now this car- 
zal ſelf-intereſt, inſinuating it ſelf, and thus di- 
ſtorting our prayers, 1s the radzcal evil in them, 
and the firſt and original part of- their faulti- 
neſs. For it is not likely we ſhould love others, 
better than oxr ſelves ; Therefore we cannot go 
higher in ſupplicating for others. But yet we 
inconſiderately mention the name of God for fa- 
ſhion ſake, though it be no way concern'd in the 
matter, unleſs to vindicate and greaten it ſelf, 
1n rejecting us and our prayers together. 

2. The further uſe of what hath been faid 
upon this ſubject, will be te perfivade and engage 
\ us 
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us to have more regard to the name of God in 
our prayers ; Eſpecially in our praying about 
national, and publick concernments ; or ſuch 
external concernments of our own as are in. 
volv'd with them. That, in the habitual tem- 
per of our ſpirits, we be ſo entirely and abſo- 
Intely devoted to God, and the intereſt of hes 
great name, that our prayers may favour of it, 
and be of an agreeable ſtrain ; that the inward 
ſenſe of our ſoules, may fully correſpond to the 
true import of this argument, and our hearts 
may not reproach us, when we ule it, as only pre- 
tending God, but meaning our ſelves, and that 
only our carnal ſelf, the intereſt whereof alone , 
can be in competition with that of Gods name ; 
and which, while it prevailes in us, will be the 
meaſure of our prayers for others alſo ; That 
the meaning of our words may not be One, and the 
meaning of our hearts, another, that we may truly 
mean as we ſpeak, when we uſe the words for 
thy names ſake. And that our hearts may bear 
us this true teſtimony, that we deſire nothing 
but in due ſubordination to the glory of his 
name 3 external favours, with limitation > only 
ſo far as they may; and ſpiritual bleſſmgs, abſe- 
lately, becauſe they certainly will, admit of this 
ſubordination. And to this purpoſe let it be 
conſidered. 
I. How unſutable it is to the condition of a 
creature, that it ſhould be otherwiſe. That were 
certainly, a moſt wncreatarely prayer, that ſhould 
be of a contrary tenour. Letus but digeſt and 
ſtate the caſe aright in our own thoughts. Ad- 
mit we are praying, with great ardency, on 
_ the behalf of a people to which we are —_— 
an 


e, EE: 


and who are allo related to God. Tt can ſcarce 
be thought we are more concern'd for them, 
than for our ſelves ; or that we love them more 
than we do our ſelves. Our love to our ſelves 
is the uſual meaſure of our love to others. And 
that is higher in the ſame kind, which is the 
meaſure of all beſides , that belongs to that 
kind. When therefore we are much concern'd 
for the external felicity of ſuch a people, it is 
very natural to be more deeply concern'd for 
our own. Now if the ſenſe of our hearts, in 
ſuch a prayer, will not agreg with the true im-- 
port of theſe words, for thy names ſake ; becauſe 
zadeed, weare more concern'd for our own Ccar- 
nal peace, eaſe, and accommodation than we 
are for the name of God. Let us, that we may 
have the matter more clearly in view, put our 
requeſt into ſuch words, as wherewith the ſenſe 
of our hearts will truly agree, and will it not 
be thus © Lord, whatever becomes of thy name, 
& let nothing be done that ſhall be grievous, and aif- 
quieting to my fleſh, which is as much as to ſay, 
Quit thy throne to it, reſign thy Government, aban- 
aon all thy great intereſts for the ſervice, and gra- 
tification of this animated clod of clay; And do we 
not now begin to bluſh at our own prayer ? We 
ealily /lzde over ſuch a matter, as this, while ozr 
ſenſe is more latent, and not diſtinEly reflected 
on, but let us have it before us conceptis verbis ; 
let it appear with its own natural face, and look; 
and now ſee what horrour and deteſtableneſs 
it carries with it ! And dare we now put up ſo 
treaſonable a prayer? It would puzzle all our 
Arithmetick, to align the quota pars, or the pro- 
portional part any of us is, of the univerſe, or 
the whole creation of God! And dol then think 
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t fit, that the heavens ſhould roll for me ? or 
Il the mighty wheeles of providence move on- 
I; with regard to my convenience ? If a worm 
in your garden were capable of thoughts, and 
becauſe it is permitted to crawl there, ſhould 
think, this garden was made for me , and every 
thing in it ought to be ordered for my accommodations 
and pleaſure > would you not wonder that ſuch 
znſolence, and a diſpoſition to think, ſo extravagant- 
ly, ſhould be in conjun&tion with the thinkzng 
power, or an ability to think at all. If we al- 
low our ſelves in that far- greater ( infinitely 
more unbeſeming, and. diſproportionable) pe- 
tulancy, Do we think when the roller comes it 
will ſcruple to cruſh us, or have regard to our 
immodeſt,. pretenceleſs claim ? Let us conſider 
what little minute things, how next to nothing 
we are, even compared with all the reſf of the 
world what are we then compar'd with the 
Alaker and Lord of it, in compariſon of whom 
the whole, is but. as the drop of a bucket, or the 
ſmall duſt of the ballance, lighter than nothing and 
vanity! We ſhould more contemplate our ſelves 
in ſuch a compariſon, many comparing themſelves with 


" themſelves are not wiſe. While we confine and 
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limit our eye only to our ſelves, we ſeem great 
things, fancy our ſelves very conſiderable. But 
what am I ? VVhat is my ſmgle perſonality ? ip- 
ſeity, ſelfhood (call it what you will) to him who 
Is the all in all; whoſe being (aftually, or radi- 


_ cally) comprehends all being, all that 1 can con- 


celve, and the finitely greater all, that 1 cannot. 


If therefore take in, with my {elf, the whole 


body of a people beſides, that 7 am concern'd 
for, and admit that a generous love to my 
Countrey, ſhould make me prefer their concern- 

ments 
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ments to my own 3 or that upon an higher ac- 
count, as they are a people related to God, I 
could even lay down my life for them. VVhat are 
we all, and all our intereſts to that of his name? 
And if we ſhould all agree in a deſire, that our 
intereſt ſhould be ſerv'd upon the diſhonour of 
that name, it were but a treaſonable conſpiracy 
againſt our common rightful Lord. And a fool- 
il; one , being expreſt in a prayer ; as if we 
thought to engage him , by our faint breath , 
againſt himſglf. VVe are to deſire no more for 
them, than they may for themſelves. And-if 
we have joyn'd in open ſinning againſt him, to 
that height that he ſhall judge he is obliged for 
the vindication, and honour of his name, (by 
which we have been called) of his wiſdom, hol:- 
neſs, and punitive juſtice, as openly to animad- 
vert upon us, can we gainſay ? If we knew of 
ſuch a judgment nothing could remain for us but 
ſhame, and ſilence, conviction of ill deſert, and 
patienent bearing the puniſhment of our ſin. And 
while we know it not, yet becauſe it 15 poſſible ; 
we ought no otherwiſe to deprecate ſuch a pro- 
cedure againſt us, than as will conſiſt with that 
poſſibility. To pray otherwiſe, if we make 70, 
mention of his name, is abſurd preſumption, that 
we ſhould wiſh, or imagine, he will prefer any 
concernments of ours, to the ſteady order and deco- 
rum bf his own Government. But if we do make 
mention of it, *tis a more abſurd hypocriſie, to ſeem 
concern'd for his name, when we intend only 
our own external advantages! asif we thoughr 
he that could anſwer our prayers, could not under- 
ſtand them. "Tis ſurely very unbecoming crea- 
tures, to bear themſelves ſo, towards the God 


that made them. 
2, Con- 
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2. Conſider, that to have a ſenſe in onr hearts 
truly agreeable to the proper meaning of this argu- 
ment for thy names ſake, us very ſutable to the fate 
of returning Creatures, who are gathering 
themſelves back to God, out of the common 
apoſtacy, wherein all were engag'd, and com- 
bin'd againſt that great Lora and Ruler of the 
world. In that defeCtion every one did princi- 
pally mind and ſet up for himſelf. Each: one 
would be a God to himſelf, but all were, by 
.conſequence, againſt God. Whom tothe for, they 
were divided, "and of as many minds as there 
were men. Ibemro be againſt, they wereagreed, 
as if their common Lord, was the common Enemy. 
For hs :mtereſt, and theirs, were oppolite, and 
Irreconcileable. They were ſunk and loſt in 
fenſuality, and had'no other intereſt; than rhat 
of their fleſh. VVhen man hath made himſelf 
a brute, he then thinks himſelf fitteſt to be 4 
God. The intereſt of oxr ſoxles muſt unite us 
with him : that of our fleſh engages us againſt 
him. Some are thorough the power of his 
grace returning. VVhat a pleaſure would it be 
to us to behold our ſelves among the reances ! 
thoſe that are por their retmn. That are, 
again, taking the Lord only to be their God, and 
his intereſt for their only intereſt ! 

3. Conſider that our very name, as we are 
Chriſtians, oblipes us ro be of that. obedient, happy 
mmber. For what is Chriſftzanity but the tendency 
of ſoules towards God, through the mediation, and 
under the conduit of Chriſt? Therefore is the ni- 
tial precept of it, and the condition of - our en- 
trance into that bleſſed ſtate, ſelf-denyal, VVe 
anſwer not- our own name, further than as we 


are revolving, and rolling back , out : our 
ingles 
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ſragle, and ſeparate ſtate, into our original, moſt 
zatural ſtate, of ſubordination to God ; where- 
in only we are capable' of union with him, and 
final bleſſedneſs in him. This is Dzſcipleſhip to 
Chriſt, and the deſign of the Chriſtian Religion 
to be ſubdu'd in our Spirits, and wrought down 
into compliance with the divine will, to be 
meek, lowly, humble, patient, ready to take 
up the croſs, to bear any thing, loſe any thing, 
be any thing, or be nothing, that God may be 
all in all. This is our conformity, not to the 
recepts only, but to the example too, of our great 
pi. Who when he was in the form of God, and 
thought it no robbery to be equal with God : made 
himſelf of no reputation, and rodk, upon him the form 
of a ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs of man ; 
And being found in faſhion, as a man, humbled 
himſelf, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the croſs. Phil. 2. 6, 7, 8. And here- 
upon, becauſe he was ſo entirely devoted to the 
honour, and ſervice of Gods great name (father 
glorifie thy name ſurm'd up his deſires) therefore 
God highly exalted him, and gave him a name 
above every name, That in the name of Jeſus every 
knee ſhould bow, &c. verſe 9. 10. And when 
ever he ſhall have a Church in the world, that 
he will think it fit toown with vilible, uninter- - 
mitted favours, it muſt conſiſt of perſons formed 
according to that patern. And then,by loſing their 
own nameand little intereſts for Gods,they will find 
- all recovered, when their glorious Redeemer ſhall 
write apon them the name of his Goa, and the name of 
the City of his God, and his own new name. Rev.3.12. 
4. Letit be further (in the laſt place) conlider- 
ed, with what chearfalneſs and confidence, we may then 


pray; when our hearts are wrought to this pitch, 
that - 


as 
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- that we ſincerely deſign the honour of the divine 
,name,as the moſt defireable thing; and which name . - 
- above all things we covet to have glorift'd. For we 
_ are ſure of-being heard, and to have the ſame an- 
| iwer,which was given our Lord by a voice like that 

of thunder, from heaven, when he pray'd Father 
glorifie thy name, Joh. 12. I have both glorifi'd it, ajd 
will glorifie it again. Our hearts are not right in us, 
till we can count this a pleaſant, grateful anfwer. 
Andif we can, we can never fail of it. For we are 
told 1 Joh. 5. 14. That whatſoever we ash according 
to his will he heareth us. This will deliver our minds 
from ſuſpence. When we pray for nothing whereof 
we are uncertain,but with great deference and ſubmiſſt- 
on, and for nothing abſolutely, and with greateſt in- 
gagement of heart ; but whereof we are certain. Upon 
ſuch termes we may pray with great aſſprance, as 
Danieldid, O Lord hear, O Lord forgive, O Lord 
hearken and do defer not for thine own ſake,O my God : 
for thy city, and thy people are called by thy name. ch. 
9. 19. And tho an angel be not thereupon ſent to 
tell us, as wasto him, ſo many weeks are determined 
upon [thy] people ana [thy] holy City ({o the matter 
is expreſt; as it were kindly giving back the inte- 
reſt in them to PanieL,with advantage;that he had 
before acknowledged unto God) to finiſh the tranſ- 
greſſion, and to make an end of ſins, and m make re- 
conciliation for iniquity, &Cc. yet we are aſſured, of 
vyhat reaſonably ought to be as ſatisfying, that 
. vvhatſoever ſhall befall our City, or our people, ſhall 
end in the eternal glory of God, and of the Cry 
of God, © 
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